
• June 1, 2011 -Vow Long Island College Hosptial will prosper after state's takeover. 

LICH technically shut down at midnight Saturday night and reopened at 12:01 a.m. as 
SUNY Downstate Medical Center University Hospital of Brooklyn at Long Island 
College Hospital. 

» Read more NYDailyNews.com  

• Feb. 11, 2011 - Continuum pushes for LICH rescue 

Threatened with the loss of $22 million in promised state HEAL-NY grants to Long 
Island College Hospital, LICH corporate parent Continuum Health Partners said it would 
take the hospital into bankruptcy and close it if the state does not release the money. 
The LICH grant is tied to a second $40 million HEAL grant to SUNY Downstate to 
complete  
a merger of the two Brooklyn hospitals, a deal engineered by the Paterson administration. 
 
 

» Read more open the Attachment to see the document .pdf  

• Feb. 10, 2011 - Long Island College Hospital In Danger Of Closing 

Long Island College Hospital in Brooklyn may be forced to close its doors instead of 
merging, unless the facility gets the grant money needed from the state.  

Last year, a deal was struck to save the debt-ridden hospital. However, the merger was 
contingent on a $62 million grant from the state. And, currently, nearly $700 million in 
undistributed health care grants from the state are being reviewed by Albany. 
 
 

» Read more http://www.ny1.com  

• Feb. 9, 2011 - Delay of State Money for Merger May Force a Hospital in Brooklyn to 
Close 

A struggling Brooklyn hospital is making plans to shut down in March after a decision by 
the Cuomo administration to delay grants to help finance a merger intended to rescue the 
institution, officials said on Wednesday.  
 
 

» Read more http://www.nytimes.com  

http://www.nydailynews.com/topics/SUNY+Downstate+Medical+Center+University+Hospital+of+Brooklyn
http://www.nydailynews.com/ny_local/brooklyn/2011/06/01/2011-06-01_vow_lich_will_grow_after_states_takeover.html
http://lichmedicalstaff.org/latest_news/sept109.pdf
http://lichmedicalstaff.org/latest_news/sept109.pdf
http://lichmedicalstaff.org/CHPulse/Continuum_pushes2011.pdf
http://lichmedicalstaff.org/latest_news/sept109.pdf
http://lichmedicalstaff.org/latest_news/sept109.pdf
http://www.ny1.com/content/top_stories/133712/long-island-college-hospital-in-danger-of-closing
http://lichmedicalstaff.org/latest_news/sept109.pdf
http://lichmedicalstaff.org/latest_news/sept109.pdf
http://www.nytimes.com/2011/02/10/nyregion/10hospital.html?_r=3&hpw


• Sept. 1, 2009 -LICH School based program saved by Governer Paterson 
Governor David A. Paterson, the State Senate and Assembly today announced $300,000 
in grants to Long Island College Hospital (LICH) in Brooklyn to keep four school-based 
clinics open and operating for the new school year.  
 

» Read more open the Attachment to see the document .doc  

• Sept. 1, 2009 -"LICH letter to Medical Staff" 
Rumors that a Downstate Merger is Imminent are FALSE.   
We are well aware of the rumors that have been circulating that the LICH/Downstate 
merger is basically a “done deal”.   
This is ABSOLUTELY NOT TRUE. 
 

» Read more open the Attachment to see the document .doc  

• Aug. 18, 2009 -"Letter from Principal of Brooklyn School for Collaborative Studies" 
regarding LICH closure of School Health Centers 

» Read more open the Attachment to see the document .pdf  

• July 13, 2009 - STATEMENT FROM LICH MEDICAL STAFF - 7/13/2009 
LICH should not become a Public Hospital and should not be taken over Bysuny 
Downstate  

» Read more open the Attachment to see the document .pdf  

• June 8, 2009 -LICH Medical Staff Petition to Gov. Paterson 
Dear Governor Patterson and Commissioner Daines, 
Each of the undersigned is a doctor at Long Island College Hospital and a member of its 
Organized Medical Staff..... 

» Read more open the Attachment to see the document .pdf  

• April 30, 2009 BROOKLYN LEADERS ACT TO STOP SALE OF LONG ISLAND 
COLLEGE HOSPITAL CAMPUS 

For immediate release: April 21, 2009  
Contact:  Fred Winters or Lupé Todd, George Arzt Communications, 212-608-0333 

BROOKLYN LEADERS ACT TO STOP SALE OF LONG ISLAND COLLEGE 
HOSPITAL CAMPUS  

Millman, Jeffries, Montgomery and Squadron Write Letter To State To Block Planned Sale of 
LICH Buildings  

http://lichmedicalstaff.org/latest_news/sept109.pdf
http://lichmedicalstaff.org/latest_news/sept109.pdf
http://lichmedicalstaff.org/latest_news/State%20of%20New%20York.pdf
http://lichmedicalstaff.org/latest_news/sept109.pdf
http://lichmedicalstaff.org/latest_news/sept109.pdf
http://lichmedicalstaff.org/latest_news/sept109.pdf
http://lichmedicalstaff.org/latest_news/Letter%20from%20Principal.pdf
http://lichmedicalstaff.org/latest_news/STATEMENT_%207_13_2009.pdf
http://lichmedicalstaff.org/doc/LICHpetition.pdf


Call CHP Plans “Ill Advised, Not Well Thought Out and Very Short-Sighted”  

Calling plans to sell at least 7 or 8 different properties owned by LICH “ill advised, not well 
thought out and very short-sighted” in a call to action yesterday, Assembly Members Joan 
Millman and Hakeem Jeffries and State Senators Velmanette Montgomery and Daniel Squadron 
asked the Dormitory of the State of New York (DASNY) to help prevent the buildings’ sale by 
Continuum Health Partners (CHP).  

The legislators stated that CHP “has allowed LICH’s financial condition to deteriorate to 
the point that it is in default under almost all of its financial covenants with DASNY and 
HUD, its largest creditors.”  

Referring to CHP’s planned actions as “stop-gap or even desperate,” the legislators stated that 
they have met with a team of attorneys, investment bankers, real estate advisors and management 
and turnaround experts backed by the Organized Medical Staff of LICH that “presented a strong 
case for the financial viability and long term growth of the hospital under new management.”  

Until a comprehensive plan for the hospital is devised, they said, “It is dangerous to permit 
CHP to sell off valuable assets of the hospital on a piecemeal basis to satisfy short term 
objectives.”  They added, “Clearly this is not a strong market to sell property, and there 
may be much better uses for the properties than providing a quick cash infusion.”  

They concluded that DASNY has the right to “object to the pending sale and related activities 
(even the sales process itself can have a very negative effect on the perception of the community) 
until a more global approach to LICH’s future is decided.  Therefore, we respectively request 
that you carefully consider taking steps to persuade CHP to terminate the selling efforts.” 

• Jan 19, 2009 -Update from the LICH Medical Staff 

Since there has been very little “official” activity on the LICH front in the past month, we have 
decided to provide an update of recent activity and events regarding LICH. 

As you are all probably aware, in December 2008 the NY State Dept. of Health refused to allow 
the proposal by Continuum Health Partners (CHP) to close the Obstetrics and Pediatrics 
programs at LICH, and these departments, as well as all other services at LICH, are still fully 
functioning. 

The LICH Medical Staff, at its quarterly meeting in December, unanimously passed a resolution 
demanding that CHP send out a letter to the Brooklyn community in this regard, in an effort to 
counteract the extreme negative publicity generated by the letter that CHP sent out in August 
2008 announcing the proposed closures. 

CHP has repeatedly refused to send out such a letter, and CHP CEO Stanley Brezinoff stated as 
recently as Jan. 5, 2008 at the LICH Medical Executive Meeting, that such a letter “Will not be 
sent”. Although the LICH Medical Staff offered to send such a letter out to the Brooklyn 



community at its own expense, if provided the database for the mailing, this request was denied 
as well. 

In December 2008, the Chairmen of the Departments at LICH proposed to the CHP Board that 
all property sales and proposed program closures by CHP be halted until the NY State Dept. of 
Health makes its final determination regarding LICH. This proposal was voted against by every 
Manhattan-based CHP Board member, as well as by Board members Joseph Broadwin and 
Patrick Burns, who are a few of the remaining      so-called LICH Board members. Mr. Broadwin 
is in fact part of a group calling themselves the “Ad-Hoc Committee for LICH”, but this group is 
clearly driven by its CHP ties and is not acting in the best interest of LICH. 

John Wren, the titular “Chairman of the LICH/CHP Board”, has not been heard from in at least 
six months and clearly has abdicated any responsibility regarding LICH. 

There is currently very little if any LICH voice on the CHP Board. 

CHP CEO Stanley Brezinoff, who stated in August 2008 that if his plan to “close OB, Peds, and 
sell real estate” was not accepted, he would close LICH by year’s end, now says that “LICH will 
not be part of CHP, but if LICH is not merged with Downstate Medical Center, which I’m 
working on, it will close”. 

CHP continues to attempt to sell off LICH properties – several LICH brownstones have recently 
been summarily emptied. 

The LICH Medical Staff and its team is in active, ongoing discussions with the NY State 
Department of Health, DASNY (Dormitory Authority of the State of New York) and HUD (the 
holders of the LICH property mortgages), as well as the NY State Attorney General, and we have 
presented our plan for the preservation (and liberation) of LICH. These discussions have been 
constructive and well received by the authorities, and we are hoping to report a positive outcome 
in the very near future. 

We still need support from all of you – the community, the elected officials, physicians and staff 
at LICH, and everybody else – we need letters, emails, meetings, articles, press contacts, 
etc……… the more you do, the better for LICH! 

Thanking you all for your support of LICH, and hoping for a Happy New Year in the very near 
future for LICH. 

The Medical Staff of LICH 

• Dec 2, 2008 - Letter from Medical Staff to Mr. Stanzione 

Dear Mr. Stanzione, 



I am writing on behalf of the Organized Medical Staff to 
urgently request that a letter be immediately sent to the community database announcing that 
both the Obstetrical and Pediatric services shall remain open and active. 

As the Administration did not hesitate in announcing the impending closure of these services so 
too should it not hesitate in announcing their current active status. 

If you are unable or unwilling to do this please provide us with said database and we shall make 
the announcement. 

This is the sense of the entire Medical Staff as expressed in it’s quarterly meeting last night. 

Yours truly,  

Arnold L. Licht, MD FAPA 
President of the Organized Medical Staff 
Of LICH 

• A MESSAGE FROMTHE MEDICAL STAFF OF LICH 

The message from BP Markowitz and the attached document clearly demonstrate that all of us 
have been successful thus far in our joint effort, and that the idea of an 

"Independent, Brooklyn-based LICH"  

is indeed an idea the NY State Department of Health wants to realize. 

All of us, all of you - we have done a great job - the community, LICH physicians and 
employees, our friends and supporters - but it's now time to do even more, after this first victory 
- we need to KEEP UP THE PRESSURE - send emails and letters to Governor Paterson, the 
DOH, and Attorney General Cuomo, and let them all know that we want LICH back to what is 
was, bring it back to Brooklyn! 

  

BP MARKOWITZ APPLAUDS HEALTH CARE VICTORY AS COMMUNITY 
EFFORTS LEAD TO STATE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH’S DECISION TO 
PRESERVE OBSTETRICS, NEONATAL AND PEDIATRIC SERVICES AT LONG 
ISLAND COLLEGE HOSPITAL 

“I applaud Governor Paterson and the New York State Department of Health for responding to 
the cry of the residents of the LICH catchment area to preserve the absolutely necessary services 
that have been offered by this hospital for generations and are vital to the health of our borough.  



This could not have happened without the hard work of dedicated community residents and 
elected officials, as well as concerned LICH physicians and staff, who have all come together to 
form a very powerful and persuasive advocacy team. 

As we have said from the start, closing Long Island College Hospital is not an option.  

My office will continue to monitor the situation. We will continue to convene our stakeholder’s 
group and be vigilant in our advocacy efforts in the days ahead. 

This is a solid first step as we move ahead with the real work of ensuring that LICH will remain 
a full-service hospital in this growing community for all the years to come.” 

LICH_Letter_doc. 

• LICH docs rage at Continuum exec  

for The Brooklyn Paper 

To the editor, 

We read your exclusive interview with Long Island College Hospital’s Chief 
Restructuring Officer Dominick Stanzione with great disappointment and a touch of rage 
(“Exclusive! LICH speaks! Chief ‘restructurer’ explains layoffs and closures,” Nov. 1). 
The views expressed by Stanzione in this interview are replete with errors and 
misconceptions. 

For example, he said that LICH is so financially unstable that only closing critical 
services can save it. He further stated that Brooklynites have abandoned LICH in favor of 
Manhattan hospitals. Both are demonstrably untrue and amount to an outright rationale 
for the scam to sell off LICH’s property to bolster Continuum Health Partners’ 
Manhattan hospitals. 

Clearly, Mr. Stanzione is not a LICH official. He is a Continuum hire, hired in July, as 
his title indicates, for the express purpose of carrying out the company’s predetermined 
“restructuring” of LICH — i.e., closing the maternity, pediatrics, dentistry divisions and 
four children’s clinics in local public schools. He has a grand total of four months 
experience in Brooklyn. 

Further, the LICH board to which Mr. Stanzione attributes all previous management 
errors is not a LICH board at all. It is a “mirror board,” so named because it mirrors the 
Continuum board. Its members are the exact same 100 or so individuals, fewer than 10 
from Brooklyn, who sit on the Continuum board, the Beth Israel Medical Center board 
and the St. Luke’s/Roosevelt Hospital board. It does not represent the communities that 
are served by Long Island College Hospital. In fact, this Continuum/LICH board has only 
met in Brooklyn twice in 10 years. 

http://lichmedicalstaff.org/doc/LICHletter_11_17_08doc.pdf
http://www.brooklynpaper.com/stories/31/43/31_43_mm_lich_q_and_a.html


It’s time that LICH have a board and an administration that actually represents our 
patients. This is the cornerstone of the plan that the LICH Medical Staff, supported by a 
whole range of community leaders, has submitted to the state Health Department. It is a 
realistic and practical plan that would return control of the LICH board to the 
Brooklynites it should represent, result in a far better LICH and restore the hospital to 
robust financial health — and it would do so without closing the services our patients rely 
on.  

LICH has persevered for 150 years. Continuum seems ready to bury it after 10 years 
under its watch. It’s time to take LICH back. 

Arnold Licht, MD 

Toomas Sorra, MD 

The writers are the current president and past present, respectively, of the Long Island 
College Hospital medical staff. 

• October 10, 2008  

BP MARKOWITZ, CONGRESSWOMAN NYDIA VELÁZQUEZ, DOCTORS AND 
COMMUNITY GROUPS TO DEMAND IMMEDIATE ACTION TO RESUSCITATE 
LONG ISLAND COLLEGE HOSPITAL 

1:00 P.M. 

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 14 

OUTSIDE LONG ISLAND COLLEGE HOSPITAL 

HICKS STREET 

BETWEEN ATLANTIC AVENUE AND PACIFIC STREET 

COBBLE HILL, BROOKLYN 

  

On Tuesday, October 14, Brooklyn Borough President Marty Markowitz, 
Congresswoman Nydia Velázquez and Special Assistant to the Borough President 
Yvonne Graham will join other elected officials, community leaders and members of the 
medical community at a press conference and rally outside Long Island College Hospital 
(LICH). The borough president will call for immediate action in saving essential services 
at the hospital. 

CONTACT:     Mark Zustovich   718-802-3830email: mzustovich@brooklynbp.nyc.gov 

mailto:mzustovich@brooklynbp.nyc.gov


• BP MARKOWITZ STATEMENT ON PROPOSED LONG ISLAND COLLEGE 
HOSPITAL CUTS  

Statement on Long Island College Hospital announcing plans to close maternity, pediatric 
and dental units as well as school-based clinics:  

 "I echo the concerns of the community when I say that this is distressing. This is the 
second announcement in two months, and despite the assurances of leadership, the 
situation has seemingly continued to deteriorate. As Borough President, I am not only 
saddened by plans to pull the plug on several of the basic health care services that have 
been provided by Long Island College Hospital (LICH) for generations, I am also not 
pleased that these decisions have been presented by LICH and Continuum as a "done 
deal" rather than being brought before public officials and others who could potentially 
have helped prevent such sudden, drastic cutbacks. 

 It would be one thing if neighborhoods served by LICH were facing significant 
population decline or the market was not here for services like obstetrics, pediatrics, 
dentistry, and school clinics—but let's face it, all you have to do is walk down Court 
Street, Smith Street or Atlantic Avenue and count the strollers, or see the small children 
crowding area parks, or check out the number of students over-filling neighborhood 
schools to know that there is an exploding population of young families in great need of 
maternity, pediatric, and school-based medical services. Not only that, this community is 
expecting to grow by 15 to 20 thousand residents in the near future. And let's not forget 
the number of seniors in the LICH catchment area who will also need increased, not 
decreased, services in the days ahead. This should have been seen by hospital leadership 
as a chance to rise to the occasion and become known as the gold standard in all of these 
service areas—but instead, the opportunity is being squandered as LICH and Continuum 
turn their backs on the families of Downtown and "Brownstone" Brooklyn.  

 Certainly, in the recent past we have seen other Brooklyn hospitals struggling, and we 
know that Long Island College Hospital is not alone in dealing with the challenges of this 
financial climate, but I strongly believe that better, more proactive management at LICH 
could have stopped this hemorrhaging of red ink by doing things like having a financial 
risk management plan in place and working closely with a community advisory board. In 
fact, I am calling on LICH now to do both—form a community advisory board, on which 
the Borough President will have a seat, by the end of the year and draft both a 
comprehensive financial plan and risk management plan that will at least protect the 
hospital's remaining services.  

 The closing of LICH is unthinkable, and my office still holds out hope that there may be 
a way to save the services LICH has threatened to cut. I and my public health policy 
advisor Yvonne Graham will be reaching out to all groups who may be able to salvage 
these units—from LICH doctors to unions and interested outside medical groups who 
have expressed an interest in maintaining these important services in Downtown 
Brooklyn. We look forward to working with the LICH advisory board when it is formed. 
We are also convening an emergency task force of health care stakeholders in Brooklyn 



to assess the big picture of medical care options in this borough and begin to work 
together to stop the bleeding and restore health to our Brooklyn health care systems."  

Brooklyn Borough President Marty Markowitz 

• Letter from David Yassky 
Dear Neighbors and Friends, 
I am very concerned about the survival of LICH and question why the Continuum Board 
did not come, and still has not come, to any local elected officials, to ask for help and 
support. 
Many of you have expressed a particular concern about the proposed closing of the 
obstetric and pediatric units for two reasons:  that it puts children at risk and that these 
departments are the gateway to LICH for many families and therefore vital to it's 
continued survival. 
At this time I am working with the medical staff and supporting a plan they  have put 
forward to run the hospital. 
The closings have to be approved by the State Health Department and I am monitoring 
the situation closely. I am working with other elected officials to do everything we can to 
support this important Downtown resource. 
 
If you would also like to support LICH I suggest a letter to the State Department of 
Health. Their general e-mail address is:dohweb@health.state.ny.us 
<dohweb@health.state.ny.us> 
Their address is: 
New York State Department of Health 
Corning Tower 
Empire State Plaza, 
Albany, NY 12237 
 
Sincerely, 
David Yassky 
 
Marian Wood 
District Director 
Council Member David Yassky 
114 Court Street 
Brooklyn, New York 11217 
Phone: (718)875-5200, ext.13 
Fax: (718) 643-6620 

• LICH Announces Further Closures 

Dental and pediatric services also cut to save cash-strapped hospital 
By Jeffrey Harmatz 
Confirming the worst fears of the community, representatives of Long Island College 
Hospital (LICH) announced that not only would the obstetrics facility at the hospital be 



closing, but that pediatric and dental services would be ending as well.  
 
The announcement was made at a joint meeting of Community Board 6’s Executive and 
Housing and Human Services Committee Monday night, where concerned Brooklyn 
residents and hospital staff gathered to hear the unfortunate news..... 

» Read more 
http://www.brooklyndowntownstar.com/StoryDisplay.asp?PID=4&NewsStoryID=8659  

Letter to the Editor 

Hi, Jeff – I’m the public affairs consultant for the LICH Medical Staff.  I wanted to make one 
correction to your blog item from yesterday, if I may.  Continuum does NOT have State DOH 
permission to close any of the units they want to close – obstetrics, pediatrics or dentistry.  This 
is why Brezenoff made such a stink about demanding that the state move on them right 
away.  Crain’s Health Pulse carried a very telling quote from DOH’s spokesperson on 
Wednesday – “[DOH] has to act to respond to the community and make sure there is enough 
capacity, and if that doesn’t meet his personal deadline, there’s not that much we can do about 
that.”  

All hospitals lose money on OB and Peds.  However, Continuum is sufficiently committed to 
them at their Manhattan hospitals that they recently opened a state-of-the-art birthing center at 
Beth Israel. By closing in Brooklyn, they would hurt LICH and downtown Brooklyn 
badly.  These are critical services as evidenced by the 2,800 births a year there, according to 
Continuum’s own web site.  In terms of the hospital’s all-important patient count, mothers are 
the health care gatekeepers in most family and they tend to return to where their children were 
born.  Worse, they’d terminate, for all intents and purposes, hospital services to the masses of 
Brooklynites in the downtown area who are young enough to have a family and would therefore 
be abandoning the hospital’s 150 year old commitment to the communities it services. 

Unfortunately, they don’t need permission to pull out of the four clinics they operated in nearby 
public schools, but have angered and scared a lot of parents by doing so as these great clinics 
provide primary care for many of the children who attend them who may have no other access to 
care. 

Fred Winters 
Vice President, George Arzt Communications 
123 William Street, 22nd Floor 
New York, NY  10038 
Tel:   212-608-0333 
Fax:  212-608-0458 
Cell:  347-834-3719 

fred@arztcomm.com 

• LICH Battles 

http://www.brooklyndowntownstar.com/StoryDisplay.asp?PID=4&NewsStoryID=8659
mailto:fred@arztcomm.com


The state Department of Health says it will not be rushed on its decision for service 
changes at Long Island College Hospital. Continuum Health Partners wants to 
discontinue maternity, pediatrics and dentistry there. “We cannot accept a negative 
response or a continued deferred decision from the state. The state should be responding 
right now,” Continuum President Stanley Brezenoff said at a community board meeting 
Sept. 22, according to the Brooklyn Paper. But a DOH spokeswoman responded sharply, 
saying that “[DOH] has to act to respond to the community and make sure there is 
enough capacity, and if that doesn’t meet his personal deadline, there’s not that much we 
can do about that.”  

»Read more http://www.crainsnewyork.com/apps/pbcs.dll/section?category=healthpulse  

• LICH: Is an Amputation Necessary? Are Yuppies to Blame? 

Yesterday evening’s meeting on the future of Long Island College Hospital, sponsored by 
Community Board Six, drew an audience that filled to capacity two adjoining large 
conference rooms at LICH. Those present included members of C.B. 6, many residents of 
the communities served by LICH, and several local political figures. Among the latter 
were City Councilman Bill de Blasio, Democratic State Senate candidate Daniel 
Squadron, Democratic District 52 Leader Jo Anne Simon, and representatives from the 
offices of U.S. Congresswoman Nydia Velazquez and State Assemblywoman Joan 
Millman. Facing the audience were: Stanley Brezenoff (center in photo above), Chairman 
and CEO of Continuum Health Partners, a not-for-profit consortium of hospitals that 
owns and manages LICH; Dominick Stanzione (right), newly appointed interim CEO of 
LICH; and the discussion leaders and moderators, C.B. 6 Chairman Richard Bashner 
(left) and Housing/Human Services Committee Chairman Brad Lander.  

Mr. Bashner opened by noting that C.B. 6 had not yet taken a position on LICH’s 
proposed elimination of its obstetrics practice, and that the purpose of the meeting was to 
gather information, both from LICH’s management and from members of the 
community, not to be a “political rally”. Given that, he asked, “Is this ‘amputation’ 
necessary?” 

Mr. Brezenoff replied that sometimes amputations are necessary, and that, in this case, it 
is required because LICH faces an immediate fiscal crisis. Unless action is taken quickly, 
he said, LICH will not have cash on hand to meet payrolls and other current expenses. He 
ascribed LICH’s problem to three factors. First, the hospital carries a heavy debt burden–
approximately $150 million in long-term bonds financed through the New York State 
Dormitory Authority and $25 million in short-term commercial paper–which results in 
annual debt service (including interest and amortization) cost of approximately $22 
million. Second, LICH has an operating deficit, presently about $40 million on an annual 
basis, the largest source of which is the obstetrics practice. Third, malpractice insurance 
premiums, largely imposed on the obstetrics practice, are a severe burden. The solution to 
these problems, he said, was to close obstetrics and thereby eliminate the expense 
associated with it, and to consolidate the hospital’s physical plant and use the proceeds of 
the sale of surplus buildings to pay down debt. 

http://www.crainsnewyork.com/apps/pbcs.dll/section?category=healthpulse
http://www.wehealny.org/


Mr. Stanzione then elaborated on LICH’s problems, saying that any alternative to 
shutting down obstetrics “would be worse”, and adding that the current overall economic 
crisis made the situation more difficult. He said LICH had applied in July to the New 
York State Department of Health for permission to close obstetrics. He added that LICH 
management had studied whether it was feasible to retain in-patient pediatrics after 
closing obstetrics, and had concluded that, because the bulk of pediatric intake came on 
referrals from obstetrics, it would not be possible to keep pediatrics. He said there were 
discussions between LICH and SUNY Downstate Medical Center concerning possible 
transition of the pediatrics practice. He also noted that, while LICH had considered 
closing its dental residency and clinic, there were discussions with other organizations 
that might continue dental services at LICH under their sponsorship. Later, when asked 
about rape crisis intervention services, he said that LICH had terminated a program under 
which such cases were referred from other facilities, but that treatment for rape victims 
was still available at LICH. He also said there was no plan to terminate gynecology at 
LICH, despite closing obstetrics. 

Mr. Lander asked if closing obstetrics and pediatrics might not simply be the start of a 
“downward spiral” that would lead to closing more and more departments until there was 
nothing left. Mr. Brezenoff replied that there could be “no guarantees”, noting that 
LICH’s problems could be much worse if the New York State Medicaid budget is cut. 
Later, in response to a statement from Dan Wiley of Congresswoman Velazquez’s office, 
Mr. Brezenoff said there was a proposal to have the federal government take over more 
of the medicaid burden from the states, and praised Ms. Velazquez’s support of that 
legislation. 

Mr. Stanzione then said that management’s intent was to have LICH “retrench around 
core services, and try to grow them.” He noted that the reason LICH, unlike some other 
hospitals also facing high malpractice premiums, could not continue to subsidize 
obstetrics was that LICH has also experienced declining revenues from practices like 
major surgery. When your correspondent asked what was the cause of this erosion, Mr. 
Stanzione replied that much of it was the result of trends in medical practice and 
technology that allowed more procedures to be done on a less invasive basis, often in an 
outpatient setting. Mr. Brezenoff added that, in LICH’s case, demographic trends were 
also an important factor. As more and more younger people moved into the brownstone 
neighborhoods in LICH’s area, the average age was declining. The ideal situation for a 
hospital, Mr. Brezenoff said, was to be surrounded by old people. In the case of LICH, he 
noted, it is not even surrounded, as “our back is to the River.” Ms. Simon later asked if 
these demographic trends might not be counteracted by development and by a trend 
toward more people “aging in place” instead of going to retirement havens like Florida. 

Mr. Lander asked whether LICH’s problems were being addressed in the context of its 
being a community hospital, or if considerations affecting Continuum’s hospitals in 
Manhattan might be affecting plans for LICH. Mr. Brezenoff said that decisions affecting 
LICH were ultimately made by its Board of Trustees, which had made the initial decision 
to have LICH affiliate with Continuum eleven years ago. That Board is now comprised of 
the same members, described by Mr. Brezenoff as highly dedicated and qualified people, 



as the Board of Continuum and those of its other member hospitals. Mr. Brezenoff 
vehemently denied that LICH was in any way subsidizing its affiliate hospitals, all of 
which are located in Manhattan. Indeed, he said, there is a benefit to LICH from its 
affiliation with Continuum which he quantified as about $10 million per year. 

Several members of the audience, including Councilman de Blasio and Mr. Squadron, 
asked how the community could become more involved and could help solve LICH’s 
crisis. Mr. Stanzione said LICH was collaborating with a number of community 
organizations, such as nursing homes and federally qualified health centers, concerning 
provision of emergency services. Mr. Brezenoff said he was very comfortable working 
with community boards and welcomed their input, but that the crisis was severe and 
quick action was imperative. Mr. Bashner asked if LICH was contemplating a bankruptcy 
filing; Mr. Brezenoff said it was not. 

Paul Nelson, from Assemblywoman Millman’s office, asked how the State Legislature 
could help. Mr. Brezenoff said that if the Department of Health were to deny LICH’s 
application to close obstetrics, he would “be banging on your door” to seek a legislative 
solution. Dorothy Siegel, a community activist living in Cobble Hill, said that the 
solution for LICH should be the same as it was for the Cobble Hill Nursing Home some 
years ago: turn it over to the community to own and manage. “Give us your debt,” she 
said, noting that community management had succeed in turning around the Nursing 
Home when it was in financial straits, and in maintaining it as a first-class facility. 

Notably absent from those making statements or asking questions at the meeting was any 
representative of the LICH physician staff.. However, there is strong and organized staff 
opposition to Continuum’s plan and, during the meeting, cards were circulated in the 
audience giving the web address of the medical staff’s site. The staff has retained the 
prestigious law firm Arnold & Porter to assist it in drafting an alternative plan that, it 
claims, can allow LICH to survive without terminating obstetrics or any other practice 
area. The plan is available in pdf format through a link on the medical staff site. It 
stresses rebuilding sources of patient intake, such as community clinics, while reducing 
losses by more aggressively pursuing overdue receivables, minimizing overhead costs, 
and renegotiating arrangements with insurance carriers. 

Asked if he would meet with representatives of the staff concerning this plan, Mr. 
Brezenoff said “No.”  

»Read more http://brooklynheightsblog.com/archives/3845  

• Continuum continues closings at LICH 
DATE:  September 22, 2008 
TO:  The Long Island College Hospital Community 
FROM:  Stanley Brezenoff 
        President and Chief Executive Officer 
        Continuum Health Partners 
 

http://www.lichmedicalstaff.org/
http://brooklynheightsblog.com/archives/3845


        Dominick Stanzione 
        Interim Chief Executive Officer and Chief Restructuring Officer 
        Long Island College Hospital 
 
RE:        Continuing Updates on Restructuring Efforts at LICH 
 
In our memo late this summer, we advised that we would undertake an in-depth review of 
Pediatrics in light of our plans to close Obstetrics.  We expected that it would be hard to 
maintain Pediatrics since OB would not be a "feeder" to the service.  Our evaluation is 
complete and we are sorry to report that we have determined that Inpatient and Outpatient 
Pediatrics must be discontinued as part of our restructuring plans.  We will request 
approval to do so from the State Department of Health.   
 
The daily patient census on the Pediatric Inpatient Unit has continually dropped over the 
past several years. Presently, we are caring for 9-10 patients a day.  In order for the 
service to achieve financial break even, the census would have to run consistently at 12-
14 patients.  Although that might not sound like a significant difference, it adds up to a 
substantial financial burden.   
 
Our service in four grade school-based health programs that we operate in Brooklyn will 
be discontinued. LICH staff will continue to oversee these programs until the State 
Department of Health chooses a clinical successor for us. 
 
We also have determined that we must discontinue General Dentistry.  This service also 
operates at a financial loss.  LICH simply does not have the luxury -- as some other 
hospitals do -- of revenue streams from more profitable clinical areas helping to sustain 
the losses in others.    
 
We do not expect closures of other major clinical services. 
 
Unfortunately, these additional recommendations will affect more staff than we had 
previously announced. We have been meeting with the unions representing LICH staff 
employed under collective bargaining agreements -- and our goal remains to keep as 
many of our present staff as we can and eliminate positions through attrition and other 
means.  And we are committed to trying to assign our displaced LICH staff to available 
positions at other Continuum hospitals. 
 
We will communicate all clinical changes in Pediatrics and General Dentistry with the 
patients who currently use these services and work hard over the coming months to 
ensure a smooth transition for them to other care providers. Additionally, we will assist 
LICH-affiliated physicians and dentists impacted by these changes with any transitional 
issues related to their practices. As is the case with Obstetrics, discontinuing Pediatrics 
and General Dentistry also will affect residency teaching programs.  To this end, we have 
discussed our plans with our colleagues at SUNY Health Sciences Center at Brooklyn 
and will work closely with them on the transition of affected residents to other teaching 
programs. 



 
These proposed changes are part of a realistic strategy to keep LICH open and financially 
viable for years to come. Our medical, surgical and emergency services are what sustain 
the institution -- and we will do everything possible to keep these services intact and 
grow them in the future.  We remain confident that our pragmatic restructuring strategy is 
the best course of action to secure a promising future for LICH.  
 
cc: Gail Donovan, John Collura, John Byrne 

• Public LICH Forum 
Are you concerned about the news coming out of LICH?  
Now is your chance to be heard.  
Community Board 6 has organized a public forum with the  
CEO of LICH and the CEO of Continuum Health Partners, the company that  
owns LICH. 
 
What: discussion with Stanley Brezenoff, President & CEO of Continuum  
Health Partners, and Dominick Stanzione, Interim CEO of Long Island  
College Hospital. 
When: Monday, September 22 at 6.30 p.m. at LICH. 
Where: LICH ground floor, conference rooms A & B, 339 Hicks Street. 
 
Please come out and show the community's support. 

• » Read more http://cobblehillassociation.blogspot.com/search/label/LIC  

• Press conference Thursday 9/18/2008 @ 11AM 
LONG ISLAND COLLEGE HOSPITAL MEDICAL STAFF  

Contact:  Fred Winters, George Arzt Communications,  
212-608-0333 or 347-834-3719 – fred@arztcomm.com  

PRESS ALERT 
For immediate release:  Wednesday, September 17, 2008 

PRESS BRIEFING: 
LONG ISLAND COLLEGE HOSPITAL MEDICAL STAFF PRESENTS HOSPITAL 
RESTRUCTURING PLAN 
WILL SAVE HOSPITAL MATERNITY SERVICES, RESTORE FISCAL HEALTH 
AND RETURN HOSPITAL TO LOCAL CONTROL 

The organized Medical Staff of Long Island College Hospital (LICH) has submitted their 
restructuring plan for the hospital, an alternative to the ruinous course down which 
Continuum Health Partners has led it, to the NY State Department of Health for their 
review.  The plan is a practical, workable strategy to pull LICH back from the brink of 
insolvency, return it to fiscal health, restore closed clinical services and return this 150-
year old Brooklyn institution to local control. 

http://cobblehillassociation.blogspot.com/search/label/LICH
mailto:fred@arztcomm.com


It will do so without closing maternity services, as Continuum has announced it plans to 
do, or any other medical service. 
The restructuring plan will be released and explained. 

WHEN: Tomorrow, Thursday, September 18, 2008 11 am 

WHERE: The Brooklyn Historical Society 
128 Pierrepont Street (at Clinton Street), Brooklyn Heights 
 
1st Floor Auditorium 

print here .pdf  

• Brooklyn Daily Eagle Editorial viewpoint  
August 22, 2008 
Brooklyn Broadside:  
Continuum Still Fails to Rebut Charges with Specific Details 
by Dennis Holt (Holt@brooklyneagle.net) 
 
There was hope among many people, after the Continuum leadership went public with 
grave dollar numbers and the sketch of a plan to close the obsteritics department, a big 
money loser at the Long Island College Hospital, that the air would be cleared.  
That doesn’t seem to have happened. People not associated with the hospital have learned 
more about LICH finances than before. Its revenues average about $300 million; it loses 
about $30 million every year, and its debt is about $170 million, from capital 
expenditures.  
But some leading LICH doctors, attacking Continuum almost across the board, continue 
to argue against the hospital’s affiliation with Continuum. Last Wednesday, Dr. Arnold 
Licht, president of the LICH medical staff, produced a blanket indictment of the 
Continuum strategy and past practices in the editorial pages of the New York Daily 
News.  
For this issue of the Heights Press, LICH has prepared a full-page statement to encourage 
the public. But the essential anti-Continuum charges have not been refuted. These 
challenges are, according to Licht:  
“Continuum has raided LICH’s endowment and sold off its valuable properties in a plan 
that can only be seen as a way to prop up its Manhattan hospitals at the expense of 
downtown Brooklyn.”  
Further, he wrote, “Continuum has refused to account for money it has ‘borrowed’ from 
LICH’s endowment, for millions from the sale of LICH’s property, and even for bills it 
has imposed on LICH.”  
These charges must be addressed head on or explained.  
An internal memorandum, dated August 13, by Messrs. Brezenoff and Stanzione, the 
leaders of Continuum and LICH, stated: “Every dollar from endowment or real estate 
sales has been used for the benefit of LICH, and not a single service has been relocated 
from LICH to one of Continuum’s Manhattan based hospitals.”  
(A personal note: sometime last year I received a bill for a routine blood test taken at 

http://lichmedicalstaff.org/latest_news/Press%20conference.pdf
mailto:Holt@brooklyneagle.net


LICH, but the payment was supposed to go to Beth Israel. I never pursued the matter.)  
In that internal memorandum, Continuum reported that it has submitted a letter of intent 
to the state about its plans and would submit by the end of the week of August 18 its 
“official plan.”  
These two documents need to be made public, and Continuum must refute, in as much 
detail as possible, the core challenges, or offer an explanation as to why it doesn’t have 
to.  
As long as serious accusations are made, and are not answered with specifics, doubt as to 
the sincerity of Continuum’s leadership will remain. That doubt has to be erased or 
mitigated, and the sooner the better.  

• »Read more 
http://www.brooklyneagle.com/categories/category.php?category_id=10&id=22703 

• Letter from Community Board 6  

August 14, 2008  

Stanley Brezenoff 
President and CEO 
Continuum Health Partners, Inc. 
1111 Amsterdam Avenue  
New York, NY 10025-1716  

Dear Mr. Brezenoff: 
I am writing to invite you, or your representative, to present at a Community Board 6 
public information meeting your plans to close the maternity ward, sell off several Long 
Island College Hospital (LICH) properties, and any other potential measures that you 
may be considering to reduce operating costs, such as reducing the number of beds or 
eliminating other time-honored community services (such as inpatient pediatrics).  

As you know, your announcement has sparked substantial concern in our 
community.  High-quality, community-based health care is critical to a vibrant, healthy 
neighborhood.  LICH is a critical asset to Cobble Hill and its many surrounding 
communities.  Community members are eager to understand what your plans are, why 
you believe they are necessary, what the impact will be on the community, and what 
other alternatives might be considered.  One essential role of the community board is to 
provide a forum for residents to learn and ask questions about items of import in the 
community. 

I hope that you are amenable to participating in a broader discussion with the Community 
Board and community-at-large, which we would facilitate, to give us all a chance to learn 
more about your plans firsthand and engage in what we intend to be a constructive 
dialogue. 

http://www.brooklyneagle.com/categories/category.php?category_id=10&id=22703


Please contact Craig Hammerman, our District Manager, at (718) 643-3027, extension 
205, to arrange a date and logistics for the meeting. 

Thank you very much for your attention to our request. 

Sincerely, 

Richard S. Bashner 
Chairperson 

cc:  Hon. Marty Markowitz 
Hon. Bill de Blasio 
Hon. Nydia Velázquez 
Hon. Joan Millman 
Hon. Marty Connor 
Dominick Stanzione, CEO, Long Island College Hopsital 
Brad Korn, Continuum Health Partners 
Zipporah Dvash, Director of Public Affairs, LICH 
Brooklyn Community Board 2 
Cobble Hill Association 
Brooklyn Heights Association 
Atlantic Avenue Betterment Association 

»print here .pdf  
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